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• Considered to be one of the most damaging 
forms of marine debris 

• Entangles and entraps marine mammals, 
birds, sharks & rays, fish and invertebrates 

• Damages sensitive ocean habitats 

• Interferes with ocean livelihoods 

• 640,000 tons of gear becomes “ghost” gear 
in the world’s oceans every year1 

 

 
Macfadyen et al (2009) UNEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies, No. 185; 

FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper, No. 523. 
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• Launched in July 2005 

• Works closely with fishermen on and in the 
water to remove lost, abandoned and 
discarded fishing gear from California’s 
coastal ocean 

• Encourages ocean users to report presence of 
lost gear 

• Collects data on impacts of gear on wildlife 
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>120 tons of lost fishing gear removed 
from California’s coastal ocean: 

 
• > 70 gill nets, drag nets and purse seines 
• >1,500 crab and lobster traps 
• > 1 million feet of recreational fishing gear 

from public fishing piers pilings 
•  Other marine debris, including >1,500 

automobile tires and 300 toilets 
• > 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 



FEATURED ON NBC NEWS 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69x4rRN7X3w&t=17s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69x4rRN7X3w&t=17s
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www.lostfishinggear.org 
(888) 491-GEAR 

http://www.lostfishinggear.org/

